
8:00 REGISTRATION & CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:30 Welcome & Introductions - Russell Nelson, BBNC Board Chair
Opening Remarks - Jason Metrokin, BBNC President & CEO

8:45 Key Note - Mary Peltola, U.S. Congresswoman (invited)

9:00 Alaska Federation of Natives (AFN): Post Conference & Priorities - Nicole Borromeo, AFN Executive 
Vice President & General Counsel

9:15 Bristol Bay Economic Impact Study - Jamie Hansen & Frana Burtness-Adams, Information Insights

9:30 Bristol Bay Local & Regional Comprehensive Economic Development Strategies (CEDS) - Kristina 
Andrews, Bristol Bay Native Association Economic Development Program Manager

9:45 Bristol Bay Area Health Corporation Update - Cynthia Rogers

10:00 MORNING BREAK

10:15 Working with the Denali Commission: An Infrastructure Partner - Jocelyn Fenton, Director of 
Programs

10:30 Infrastructure Projects in the Region - Alice Ruby, Bristol Bay Economic Development Corporation 
Economic Development/Brokerage Director & Russell Phelps, BBNC Natural Resources Manager

10:45 DOE-IE Functions and Resources - Dan Smith, U.S. Department of Energy, Office of Indian Energy 
General Engineer

11:00 Energy Project Opportunities & Collaboration Panel - Brian Hirsch & Tashina Duttle, DeerStone CEO 
& COO & Katie Conway, Denali Commission Energy Project Manager

11:30 State Small Business Credit Initiative - Jon Bittner, Alaska Small Business Development Center 
Executive Director

11:45 McKinley Alaska Growth Capital - Logan Birch, President

12:00 LUNCH PRESENTATION
Sailing Back to Bristol Bay, Tim Troll, Bristol Bay Heritage Land Trust Executive Director

1:10 EARLY REGISTRATION & DOOR PRIZE DRAWING - MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!

1:15 Bristol Bay Native Association Land Management Program, Tom Hoseth, BBNA Director of Land 
Management Services

1:30 Port Heiden Tribal Court & Wellness Program - Adrianne Christensen, Port Heiden Village Council 
Intertribal Court Manager

1:45 AFTERNOON BREAK

2:00
National Telecommunications & Information Administration (NTIA) Tribal Broadband Program - 
Keja Whiteman, Broadband Program Specialist, Tribal Broadband Connectivity & Nation-to-Nation 
Coordination Division NTIA, OICG, U.S. Department of Commerce

2:15 Broadband Panel Discussion - Bryce Edgmon, State Broadband Commission (invited), Erik Obrien, 
Denali Commission & Christine O’Connor, Alaska Telecom Association, moderated by BBNC

3:00 Regional Tribal Broadband Success Stories - Brendyn Shiflea, Choggiung Limited, Will Chaney, 
Nushagak Electric & Telephone Company, & Alexanna Salmon, Igiugig Village Council

3:30 Closing Remarks, Russell Nelson, BBNC Board Chair

3:35 DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS - MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!

1    DAY ONE | THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8



2   DAY TWO | FRIDAY, DECEMBER 9

8:00 CONTINENTAL BREAKFAST

8:15 Welcome & Announcements

8:20 USDA Rural Economic Development - Julia Hnilicka, Alaska Rural Development 
State Office State Director

8:35 Housing Panel Discussion, moderated by BBNC - Colleen Dushkin, Brenda 
Akelkok, Emil Larson, Dr. Greg Stuckey, and Office of Native American Programs

9:45 BREAK

12:00 LUNCH PRESENTATION
Bristol Bay Regional Career & Technical Education - Justin Zimin

12:55 DOOR PRIZE DRAWINGS - MUST BE PRESENT TO WIN!

6:30 A VERY MERRY BBNC GRINCHMAS PARTY AT THE ALASKA AIRLINES CENTER

 Youth Leadership 
Forum

Student Center Room

8:00 - 
4:30

See Youth 
Track Agenda

TRACK A
Corporate/Business

Denali Room

10:00 An Introduction to the 
Alaska SBA District Office 
- Steven Brown & Jeffrey 
Salzar

10:30 The Alaska Procurement 
& Technical Assistance 
Center - Jody King

11:00 Best Business Practices for 
when Staff/Management/
Administrators Change - 
Sara Peterson

11:30 Obtaining & Maintaining 
Corporate Insurance - Dax 
Lauwers

TRACK A
Corporate/Business

Denali Room

1:00 Fiduciary Responsibilities 
& How They Impact You - 
Paul Hurley & Matt Knell

2:00 Understanding & Reading 
Financial Statements - 
Heather Eldred

TRACK B
Workforce Development
Prospector Mine Room

10:00 Economic Impacts & 
Implications for Workforce 
Development - Jon Bittner

10:20 Follow-Up Workforce 
Development Work 
Session - Carol Wren

TRACK B
Workforce Development
Prospector Mine Room

1:00 Follow-Up Workforce 
Development Work 
Session - Carol Wren

TRACK C
Cultural Heritage

Auditorium

10:00 Bristol Bay Teaching & 
Learning Collaborative - 
Kay Larson-Blair & Lorraine 
Masterman, BBNC 
Education Foundation

11:00 Teaching Culture through 
Native Languages - 
Atkiq Michelle Snyder & 
Michelle Ravenmoon

TRACK C
Cultural Heritage

Auditorium

1:00 Math in a Cultural Context 
- Evelyn Yanez, Sassa 
Peterson, & Dora Andrew-
Ihrke

2:30 Bristol Bay CHILD Project 
- Esther Pepin & Beth 
Hill, Bristol Bay Borough 
School District


