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On behalf of our entire board and staff, 
I would like to thank everyone who 
participated in BBNC’s annual meeting 
process, whether in person or by proxy. 
I enjoyed discussing BBNC’s goals 
and future plans, visiting with friends,   
honoring BBNC’s shareholders of the 
year, and celebrating BBNC’s 50th 
anniversary.

Congratulations to incumbents Marie 
Paul., H. Robin Samuelsen Jr., and L. 
Tiel Smith, and new director Michelle 
Ravenmoon, who were elected to 
serve three-year terms on the board of 
directors, ending in 2025. Additionally, 
we would like to thank Diedre Hill for her 
five years of service on the BBNC board. 
Her experience and stewardship has 
helped BBNC grow into the successful 
corporation that it is today, dedicated to 
enriching our Native way of life.

We would also like to congratulate the 
2022 Shareholders of the Year! Willie 
Wassillie, Elder of the Year; Thomas 
Tilden, Citizen of the Year; Makena 
Thompson, Student of the Year; and 
Forget Me Knots owned by Marie Tinker, 
Small Business of the Year. We are proud 
of these shareholders and thank them 
for the valuable contributions they’ve 
made and the inspiration they provide to 
the Bristol Bay region and beyond. Read 
more about them in the following pages.

Lastly, we celebrated BBNC’s 50th 
year anniversary by honoring our 
founding members and employees 
and highlighting our key milestones. 

A MESSAGE FROM JASON METROKIN

Published by Bristol Bay 
Native Corporation

BBNC President and CEO Jason Metrokin

ON THE COVER
BBNC shareholders 
Nancy Rebecca (Bec) 
Price, Blanche Murphy, 
and descendant Grace 
Dowdy at BBNC’s 
Annual Meeting

We are pleased to celebrate 50 
years of improving the quality of life 
of our people through economic 
development while protecting our 
land and resources and preserving our 
culture and heritage.

The annual meeting was available 
to watch via webcast, or listen to by 
streaming audio, or by phone. More 
than 350 shareholders logged in to 
watch and/or listen to the meeting from 
around Alaska all the way to Finland. 
Thank you for being an involved 
member of BBNC.

We hope everyone enjoyed the 
meeting and we appreciate your active 
participation with Bristol Bay Native 
Corporation.

Jason Metrokin
President & CEO

Chin’an, quyana, 
quyanaa, and thank 
you to the Alaska 
Native Cultural Charter 
School Youth Choir 
for opening BBNC’s 
Annual Meeting of 
Shareholders with 
their beautiful singing!

THANK 
YOU!

Alaska Cultural Charter School Youth Choir



On behalf of BBNC, its shareholders, and the 
Bristol Bay region, the BBNC board and staff would 
like to thank Diedre Hill for her five years of service 
on the BBNC Board of Directors.

Her experience and stewardship has helped 
BBNC grow into the successful corporation that it 
is today, dedicated to enriching our Native way of 
life.

Left: Board Chair Russell S. Nelson gifts Diedre Hill 
an aluminum print by artist and shareholder spouse 
Beth Rearden Hill
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Congratulations to Marie Paul, Michelle Ravenmoon, H. Robin Samuelsen Jr., and L. Tiel Smith, who were elected to 
serve three-year terms on the BBNC Board of Directors, ending in 2025.

THANK YOU DIEDRE

Michelle RavenmoonMarie Paul L. Tiel SmithH. Robin Samuelsen Jr.

Thank you for supporting BBNCEF’s scholarship fundraiser raffle! With your generosity, BBNCEF raised more than 
$30,000 to benefit Bristol Bay students and support cultural heritage activities in Bristol Bay. This year, a $20 raffle 
ticket offered a chance to win one of five prizes. Congratulations to the winners:

BBNCEF RAFFLE WINNERS

BOARD MEMBERS ELECTED FOR THREE-YEAR TERMS

Alaska Airlines Travel Package: Diedre Hill, Gig Harbor, WA

Fall Subsistence Package: Diane Wetter, Dillingham, AK

Camping Package: Suzy Thompson, Anchorage, AK

Canning Package: Norma Hiratsuka, Dillingham, AK

Sport Fishing Package: Valerie Alvarez, Anchorage, AK

Thank you to the following sponsors who made our raffle possible: Alaska 
Airlines, Bass Pro Shops, Three Bears Alaska, Alaska Railroad, and Alaska 
Restaurant Supply, Inc.

BBNCEF staff Kay Larson-Blair 
and Angela Peacock



Willie Wassillie, born to the late Wassillie 
and Emma of Asvigyaq, is one of six siblings. 
He lives in Togiak with the love of his life 
Margaret, seven children, and numerous 
grandchildren and great grandchildren. 

Willie was a tribal judge for Togiak 
Traditional Council for many years, where 
he assisted in legal decisions and court 
hearings for the tribe and their tribal 
members. Willie currently serves as an 
honorary tribal judge and his wisdom and 
advice continues to be a valuable source for 
the community of Togiak. Willie is a retired 
ivory, bone, and wood carver and shared 
his knowledge of carving to many residents. 
He was also a commercial fisherman until 
his early 80’s and he and his family continue 
to harvest subsistence food throughout the 
year. 

Willie’s advice is to always leave the water 
and land like you were never there, so the 
berries, fish, and animals always come back.

ELDER OF THE YEAR: WILLIE WASSILLIE

Shareholders of the Year
CITIZEN OF THE YEAR: THOMAS TILDEN

Thomas, a subsistence and commercial 
fisherman, has been dedicated to the well-
being and cultural enrichment of the people 
of Bristol Bay for decades. He has served 
as Tribal Chief for decades, on the boards 
of Nunamta Aulukestai, United Tribes of 
Bristol Bay, Choggiung Limited, and a village 
representative for the Alaska Federation 
of Natives. He previously served as mayor 
and councilman for the city of Dillingham, 
and traveled the world advocating for 
the permanent protections of Bristol Bay, 
especially from the threat of large-scale mining. 

Thomas deeply recognizes the value of his 
home and the richness of its people. He has 
shown a selfless and lifelong commitment to 
the preservation of salmon, the ecosystem of 
Bristol Bay, and Alaska Native people.

Wassiliisia R. Bennis, Thomas Tilden, 
and Russell S. Nelson

Keilyn Carlos, Willie 
Wassillie’s granddaughter, 
accepts his award

Willie Wassillie

Thomas Tilden, born to the late Mary and Earl Tilden, spent his early years in Portage Creek where his grandparents 
taught him their history and subsistence lifestyle and he learned to hunt, fish, and gather berries. 
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Forget Me Knots is owned by Marie Tinker, 
daughter of Stephan and Elena Pat from Dillingham. 
She currently lives in Wasilla with her husband and 
three children. 

Marie started her business in 2012 as a single mom 
raising her son and the business has continued 
to grow throughout the last ten years. She sells 
earrings, jewelry, custom qaspeqs, and created the 
first online qaspeq pattern that customers can print 
and use to make their own qaspeqs at home. 

She also draws, paints, and creates custom logos 
for companies. Marie is knowledgeable about her 
Native traditions and strives to keep it alive with 
positive outreach and teachings.

STUDENT OF THE YEAR: MAKENA THOMPSON
Makena Thompson, whose family is from Naknek 
and Egegik, is a senior at Trine University in Indiana 
where she is an athlete and a mechanical engineering 
student.  

Makena attributes her interest in mechanical 
engineering to her time at the Alaska Native Science 
and Engineering Program Acceleration Academy. 
During her time at Trine University, she has maintained 
a 4.0 GPA, and has been on the president’s list each 
semester. Makena has also been recognized as an 
American Hockey Coaches Association Krampade 
“All American Scholar” for the past two years, an 
award given to varsity hockey players with exceptional 
grades. She was named assistant captain of the hockey 
team this past spring. 

BUSINESS OF THE YEAR: FORGET ME KNOTS, MARIE TINKER

Wassiliisia R. Bennis, Makena Thompson, 
and Russell S. Nelson

Wassiliisia R. Bennis, Marie Tinker and 
her daughter, and Russell S. Nelson

Makena is currently in the Purdue Engineering Graduate Track Program, which will help prepare her for graduate 
school. One day, she hopes to work with an engineering firm that designs products. In her free time, Makena enjoys 
fishing with her family in Egegik, reading, hiking, playing video games, and drawing.
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BBNC has 50th anniversary wool blankets available 
for purchase! The unique design, called “Bristol 
Bay Spirit,” was designed by BBNC shareholder 
artist Apay’uq Moore in collaboration with 
Eighth Generation and features a special patch 
commemorating BBNC’s 50th anniversary. 

Blankets are $150 each (plus shipping if applicable) 
with a portion of the sales going to the BBNC 
Education Foundation. To purchase a blanket, 
please visit bbnc.net.

50TH ANNIVERSARY BLANKET Kala Wilson and Carmell Engebretson present the blanket



BBNC shareholders who participated in the annual meeting process by proxy were eligible for cash prizes! 
Thank you to everyone who participated and congratulations to all the winners!

ANNUAL MEETING PRIZE 
WINNERS

$2,500 - Norma J. Anderson, Seattle, WA 

$2,000 - Nevaeh R. Brown, Anchorage, AK 

$1,500 - Rhoda C. O’Donnoghue, Kodiak, AK 

$500 - Edwin C. Akelkok, Akiachak, AK 

$500 - Tessa M. Coopchiak, Togiak, AK 

$500 - Kenneth P. Coupchiak, Manokotak, AK 

$500 - Kelisha C. Gloko, Manokotak, AK 

$500 - Allan R. Aspelund Sr., Naknek, AK 

$500 - Kathryn F. Piland, Granite Falls, WA 

$500 - Andrew J. Severson, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Erik B. Peterson, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Marjorie A. Nelson, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Martha A. P. Kvamme, Togiak, AK
50,000 Alaska Airlines Miles - Kathleen M.

EARLY BIRD PRIZE WINNERS

$3,500 - Shavela N. Dominguez, Eagle River, AK 

$2,500 - Perry D. Nukwak, Dillingham, AK 

$1,500 - Aaron J. Aspelund, Buckley, WA 

$500 - Bernadine L. Erickson, Willow, AK 

$500 - Moses M. John Jr., Manokotak, AK 

$500 - Margo L. Tommy, Togiak, AK 

$500 - Nancy S. Larsen, Dillingham, AK 

$500 - Jimmy Ishnook, Fairbanks, AK 

$500 - Frederick T. Angasan Jr., South Naknek, AK 

$500 - Buddy E. Chunak, Togiak, AK 

$500 - Jessie K. M. Katchatag, Togiak, AK 

$500 - Racquel C. Apalayak, Dillingham, AK 

$500 - Susannah A. Tretikoff, Anchorage, AK

ONLINE VOTING PRIZE WINNERS

$3,500 - Calvin B. Chaney, Dillingham, AK 

$2,500 - Joachim H. G. Trefon, Bethel, AK 

$1,500 - Tessa L. Nickerson, Manokotak, AK 

$500 - Sherry M. Reedy, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Mason D. McCloskey, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Ginger A. Williams, Valdez, AK 

$500 - Noelle E. Fradley, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Paige T. Duckworth, Eagle River, AK 

$500 - Michelle A. M. Watson, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Lisa A. Shugak, Anchorage, AK 

$500 - Casey J. Konukpeok, New Stuyahok, AK 

$500 - Joel I. Hanson, New Stuyahok, AK 

$500 - Gabriel J. M. P. George, Anchorage, AK

Prize Winners

Shareholders who voted their proxy by Wednesday, 
September 7, 2022 were eligible for these prizes.

Shareholders who voted their proxy online by 
Wednesday, September 28, 2022 were eligible for 
these prizes.

Shareholders who voted their proxy by Wednesday, 
September 28, 2022 or voted a ballot during the annual 
meeting were eligible for these prizes.

WEBCAST PRIZE WINNERS

Shareholders who tuned in to the annual meeting 
virtually and submitted the online prize form were 
eligible for these prizes.

$100 - McKenna S. L. Gamechuk, Manokotak, AK 

$100 - Naomi Chukwuk, Quincy, MA 

$100 - Stacy A. Neketa, New Stuyahok, AK 

$100 - Elie V. Zimin, Wasilla, AK

 Shangin, Anchorage, AK



Q: How will BBNC’s new investment in Alaska Growth 
Capital provide additional support to small businesses, 
shareholders, and village corporations throughout 
Alaska?

A: BBNC’s partnership with McKinley Alaska Capital 
Management and our joint acquisition of Alaska Growth 
Capital (AGC), which is a statewide organization that 
provides small business consultation and lending 
services, will provide these types of services and other 
support for BBNC shareholders and in-region small 
businesses. There are currently very limited banking 
and lending opportunities in Bristol Bay, and we’re 
excited to bring these additional services to the 
Bristol Bay region and other parts of Alaska. The AGC 
headquarters are located in Anchorage. For more 
information, please reach out to AGC at (907) 339-6760.

Q: What is the process for injecting investment ideas 
into the company for consideration and what is the 
investment cycle?

A: If shareholders have a proposal on an investment 
idea that they’d like to send to BBNC, we have a 
number of ways that you can get in touch with us, 
whether its directly, over the phone, email, through 
our website, and even social media. BBNC’s finance 
committee on the board of directors meets every 
quarter to discuss a variety of investment opportunities 
including the stock market, alternative investments, or 
direct investments in our operating businesses.

Q: Does BBNC have a plan on moving forward with 
renewable resource energy to lower and stabilize the 
price of energy for our homes, businesses, people, and 
shareholders?

A: For a number of years, BBNC has been involved in 
several studies and projects in the Bristol Bay region 
on alternative energy opportunities and challenges, 
including providing advisory support for some of the 
current projects in the region. BBNC also has subsidiary 
companies that work in the renewable space. We can 
look to potentially invest in other projects and will 
continue to have these conversations as we look for 
ways to help the region with the high cost of energy.

Q: Can you explain BBNC’s In-Region Government 
Contracting Program?

A: In 2014, with directive from BBNC’s Board of 
Directors to find innovative ways to invest in Bristol Bay, 
BBNC launched its In-Region Government Contracting 
Initiative (IGC).  The program offers Bristol Bay village 
corporation’s federal contracting mentorship, training, 
and potential joint venture opportunities, with the 
goal to build upon their knowledge and develop best 
practices to position a village corporation for growth 
and success in the U.S. Small Business Administration’s 
8(a) Business Development Program.

Questions & Answers
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Cheri Johansen asks a question at the annual meeting
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families, & guests

THANK YOU FOR PARTICIPATING IN BBNC’S ANNUAL MEETING!

Melissa Aspelund Turolska and her son 
at BBNC’s annual meeting

VIEWERS AND LISTENERS


